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FROM FATHER TED 
 

 
 Moment by moment, with every decision and interaction, we are building our future. 
Our hope is to build a new tomorrow that includes everyone. But, the only way to 
ōǳƛƭŘ ŀ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ǾƻƛŎŜΦ {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǿŜ 
will hear information and viewpoints which make us uncomfortable. But, in 
challenging times we have to look beyond the comfortable answers. Your voice is 
ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ŀǘ {ǘΦ tƘƛƭƛǇΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ŀ ƴŜǿ wŜŎǘƻǊΦ 
This is a process in which we will have to move step by step to do it right.  
 

The first step, ƛǎ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ƛƴǇǳǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ /ƻǿ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘΦ hƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нрΣ ŀƴ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǿŀǎ 
sent to our membership with a link to this 12-15 minute online survey.  You can complete the online survey at 
home. For those who want help with the technical aspects, you can schedule a time to use a church laptop to 
complete the survey at church. The survey is also available in hard copy at the church office for those who prefer 
to work with paper and pencil. Active adult members (ages 18+) are encouraged to complete this anonymous 
ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ {ǘΦ tƘƛƭƛǇΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ǾƻƛŎŜǎ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ 
survey by yourself and refrain from discussing its questions until after November 17. We want everȅƻƴŜΩǎ 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜŘ ōȅ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀƴƻƴȅƳƻǳǎ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ŦƻǊƳŀǘ ǘǊŜŀǘǎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ 
ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ Ŝǉǳŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ŜŀŎƘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǾƻƛŎŜ ǘƻ ŎŀǊǊȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǿŜƛƎƘǘΦ ²Ŝ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ 
ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΣ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ǿƻƛce. The online version of the survey is open from October 25 to November 
16. The paper version is open from October 25 to November 15. The anonymous paper version will have to be 
entered into the online format by volunteers by the 16th, so it needs to be returned to the office by the 15th. 
Four email reminders to complete the survey will be sent every few days until the survey deadline. As the survey 
is anonymous these reminders will be sent to everyone even if survey has been completed. 
 
Other steps will follow this vital first step. A link to an online application to serve on the Rector Search 
Committee will be emailed on November 15th with paper applications available in the office. All positions on 
this committee are open. Every adult parish member (18+) who is regular in attendance, participation, and 
financial support of the parish is invited to apply. Five to seven members, representing the diversity of our 
parish, will be selected by the Vestry to serve on the Search Committee. Their job description will be published 
in detail prior to the posting of the application and included on the application. Their primary responsibility is 
ǘƻ ǎƻƭƛŎƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǾŜǘ о ǘƻ р ƎƻƻŘ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ {ǘΦ tƘƛƭƛǇΩǎ ƴŜȄǘ wŜŎǘƻǊΦ {ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ wŜŎǘƻǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ōȅ 
the Vestry.  
 

For more information regarding the Rector Search see: Rector Search Page on our Website, Each Newsletter, 
Parish Emails. 

Blessings 

Fr. Ted+ 
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FROM DEACON CAROL 
 
Advent Offerings 

I have used many of the ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ [ƛǾƛƴƎ /ƻƳǇŀǎǎΩǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘΣ ǘƘƛǎ 
Advent, I am pleased to offer a four-week program Living Well Through Advent: 
Practicing Wonder with all your Heart, Soul, Strength and Mind. The Rev. Scott Stoner, 
ŦƻǳƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ [ƛǾƛƴƎ /ƻƳǇŀǎǎ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά²onder invites us to pay attention to the Sacred 
that is present in every moment. To practice wonder is to be curious and open to the 
movement of the Spirit. It is an essential practice this time of the year when culture 
puts many demands on us, wanting us to complicate our lives by doing more, buying 
ƳƻǊŜΣ ŜŀǘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜΣ ŜǘŎΦέ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘǿƻ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜΥ ŀ ŦƻǳǊ-week 

in-person class starting Tuesday November 28 from 6-7pm and an on-line Zoom class on four Thursday 
evenings (also 6-7 pm) starting Thursday November 30th. You will find sign-up sheets for both the Zoom and 
in-person classes in the parish hall. When you sign-up be sure to pick up the Advent booklet we will be using 
ŀǎ ƻǳǊ ƎǳƛŘŜΦ [ŜǘΩǎ Ǝƻ ƻƴ ŀƴ !ŘǾŜƴǘ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻn by praying and reflecting together as we 
await the coming of our Lord. 

Outreach 

We have started preparing and serving a once-a-month, fourth Thursday evening meal at Watered Gardens. 
Our first meal was October 26th (we had not yet served at the time of this writing). Each month, in the parish 
hall, there will be sign-up sheets for those who would like to 1) help prepare the meal and 2) another for those 
who would like to help serve the meal. While WOSP has kindly offered to take the lead in October, ANYONE in 
the church can help with this ς on any given month. Stay tuned for information the upcoming November meal 
service. 

We are formalizing our partnership with RAISE (Refugee And Immigrant Services and Education). We have had 
two training session so far and are putting together a Welcome Team to assist a new refugee family when they 
arrive in Joplin. We also have parish members that are interested in assisting with ESL as well. If you want to 
ƎŜǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻƻ ƭŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƻǘƘŜǊ opportunities, we could explore such as youth coaching, 
donating household goods, and a possible new music initiative! 

Lastly, WOSP is coordinating our November Outreach Activity of the Month - collecting hats, gloves, and 
scarves for the needy. There will be a collection bin in the parish hall starting Nov.1. 

Our next Outreach planning meeting is Sunday November 12 after the church service 

Garden & Grounds 

With the completion of the foundation work, we now need to come back together and discuss what we as 
parish members might be able to accomplish and what we need a paid professional landscaper to do so that 
we can present a plan to the vestry for their approval. Please plan to attend this next important meeting on 
Sunday November 5 after the church service. 

aȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ƘŜŀƭ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǎƻ ǘƘŀƴƪŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŜƭƭ ǿƛǎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎΦ aŀƴȅ .ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ !ƭƭ 
of You, Deacon Carol 
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NEWS BRIEFS 
 

NEWS FROM WOSP ς ²ha9b{ hC {¢Φ tIL[LtΩ{  
²h{t ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ {ǘΦ tƘƛƭƛǇΩǎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 9ǇƛǎŎƻǇŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ²ƻƳŜƴΣ 9/²Φ  ¢ƘŜ 9/² ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ 
and the Christian Foundation of God and Family.  We are a ministry of the Episcopal Church.  !ƭƭ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƛƴ {ǘΦ tƘƛƭƛǇΩǎ 
are members of WOSP and all are invited and welcome to attend meetings and participate in planning events and 
outreach projects.  

 
FALL FESTIVAL ς COMING VERY SOON 
 
Date: Saturday, November 11, 2023 Time: 9AM to 2PM  
[ƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΥ {ǘΦ tƘƛƭƛǇΩǎ tŀǊƛǎƘ Iŀƭƭ 
 
Each year, ǘƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴ ƻŦ {ǘΦ tƘƛƭƛǇΩǎ ό²h{tύ Ƙƻǎǘ ŀ Ŧŀƭƭ ōŀȊŀŀǊΦ 
The money raised at the bazaar supports community outreach. 
Examples of previous recipients include Watered Gardens, Souls 
Harbor, Community Clinic, Layfette House, and MSSU Food Pantry.  
 

Please come join us this year for the fellowship! We need volunteers to sign up in several categories 
so please know each of you are welcome and needed!  There are opportunities for both women and 
ƳŜƴ Ǉƭǳǎ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ {ǘΦ tƘƛƭƛǇΩǎ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ нлно Cŀƭƭ .ŀȊŀŀǊ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΗ /ƻƳŜ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ 
in the Parish Hall for one or more of these opportunities: set up for the Bazaar, clean up after the Bazaar, 
make a soup or chili, make a dessert specifically for the luncheon, help serve in the kitchen, be a vendor and 
show off your talent(s), put together a gift basket, bake a sweet or sugar free treat for the bake shop, and cash 
donations are always appreciated. 
 
The Committee Members for the 2023 Fall Bazaar are: Kerri Rea, Theresa Petty, Ramona Shields and Phyllis 
Sapp.  [ƛǎǘŜŘ ōŜƭƻǿ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƘŀƛǊ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŀȊŀŀǊΥ DŀȅƭŜ hΩIŀǊŜ Ґ YƛǘŎƘŜƴ, Melissa 
Braun = Bake Sale, Phyllis Sapp and Rose Paul = Luncheon Desserts, Kerri Rae and Theresa Petty = Vendors, 
Michael Fick = Youth Area and Nancy Messick = Advertising. 
 
There will be a soup and chili luncheon served that will include a dessert plus ice tea for a very good buy at 
$7.00 for adults, $5.00 for children 12 and under. Veterans will eat free and vendors receive a complimentary 
lunch. Vendors will pay $25.00 per table and will need to obtain a City of Joplin license costing $5.00. St. 
tƘƛƭƛǇΩǎ ¸ƻǳǘƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǇƻǇŎƻǊƴΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ŎŀǎƘ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ όϷмΦлл ǇŜǊ ǘƛŎƪŜǘύ ŀƴŘ ǘƛŎƪŜǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎƻƭŘ ŦƻǊ 
chances to win gift baskets. Examples include: Spa, Wine and Cheese, Holiday Sparkles, Momma and Baby, 
Coffee and Tea, and Tool Time (Kitchen and Garden). 
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FOR THOSE HELPING WITH THE FESTIVAL -  PLEASE COME HELP!! 
 
ü Please come on Friday, November 10th at 9:00AM to help set up for Saturday. 
ü It would be appreciated if baked goods could be brought in on Friday morning. 
ü Someone will be at the parish hall on Friday evening from 5PM ς 7PM for vendors who want to set up 

prior to Saturday. 
ü Someone will be at the parish hall on Saturday morning at 7AM 
ü The bazaar is from 9AM ς 2PM 
ü Muffins and coffee will be available in the morning. 
ü Lunch is served between 11AM and 2PM 

 
 
WHAT IN THE HECK IS WOSP?    
Submitted by Gail Campbell (co-president of WOSP) 

 
WOSP stands for Women of St Philips.  Did you know every woman attending St. Philips is a member of 
WOSP? 
 
The WOSP team has been very active in our church for many years.  ItΩs a very busy group.  The main 
objectives are to meet the needs of St. Philips that aren't usually included in the budget and to do outreach 
projects in the community. 
 
Looking back at the history of WOSP I think everyone would be surprised the contributions that have been 
made.  These are just some of them as follows:  red awnings, warming drawers in the kitchen, white tables, 
tablecloths, bookcases, flooring for Sunday School rooms, blinds for the Parish Hall, furniture and flooring for 
St. MargaǊŜǘΩǎ, garbage disposal, and card tables.  WOSP also contributed to the seminary expenses of a 
parishioner. 
 
The outreach activities over the years include dental expenses for a parishioner, Rapha House, Aspire, Gods 
Resort, Loving Grace, West Central partnership, Crosslines, Habitat House, Children's Center, Souls Harbor, 
Lafayette House, Center for Autism, Salvation Army, Community Clinic, Humane Society, Joplin Schools, MSSU 
food bank, money for student needs and Christmas Gifts for students and the elderly. 
 
So, if you have wondered what the Women of St. Philips do in their free time please come and join us and 
assist them to continue Gods Work! 
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ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI AND BLESSING OF ANIMALS ς OCTOBER 1ST 

October 1st was St. Francis of Assisi day and several parishioners and their pets (either physically present or 

virtually with a picture) met in the parish hall where their pets received a special blessing.  All 2-leggeds and 4-

leggeds were well-behaved.    

 

 
 

 

DINNER SERVED AT WATERED GARDENS ς OCTOBER 25TH 

{ǘΦ tƘƛƭƛǇΩǎ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ŀǘ ²ŀǘŜǊŜŘ DŀǊŘŜƴǎ ƻƴ 
Thursday night, October 25th.  Watch for opportunities to 
help cook dinner or serve dinner as we will be serving a meal 
monthly. 
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TAYLOR SWIFT BINGO NIGHT - OCTOBER 11th 

Our parish hall was alive, and loud, and a little crazy on the 2nd Bingo night featuring Taylor Swift music, pizza 
for dinner and a fun game of Bingo.   Blake Webster did a phenomenal job of calling the numbers, as the 
players tried to get a ά¢έ on their cards to win.  Not to suggest there was anything amiss, but it was noticeable 
that the entire Webster clan won prizes that night!  Well, actually most everyone won because we had to play 
until Andy Campbell and Deacon Carol could present winning cards!  It was a great night for all who attended 
and so exciting to see all ages participating.  Please join in the fun on the next Bingo night scheduled for 
Wednesday evening, November 8th.  Dinner starts after the 5:30 service, Bingo starts about 6PM and it winds 
down by about 7:15.  EVERYONE is welcome!  
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SUNDAY ADULT FORUM ς NEXT SUBJECT ς HEALTHY CHURCHES 

The Sunday adult forum recently finished up on the subject of forgiveness.  Those in attendance agreed that it 
was very good information and helpful in their personal situations.  The current subject is what makes a 
healthy church.  The subject is very timely as we soon begin the search process for a new rector.  We want to 
ensure we are working well together and striving for common goals.  Please join the Sunday Adult Forums at 
9AM before Sunday services.  Everyone is welcome.   

MINISTRY MOMENTS   

Last month, prior to the peace, our vestry members began sharing a 
Ministry Moment with the congregation.  Maria Dermott shared her 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ {ǘΦ !ƴƴΩǎ !ƭǘŀǊ DǳƛƭŘΦ  !ƴŘȅ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǿƘŀǘ 
working to preserve our building has meant to him.  Judy Turner 
shared what being a Eucharistic Minister has meant to her.  The 
ministry moment is a brief moment when parishioners share or 
highlight a ministry they do ŀǘ {ǘΦ tƘƛƭƛǇΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ōƭŜǎǎŜǎ 
them and serves our mission.  The vestry has stepped up to be first 
to share, but the opportunity is available for any who would like to 
participate.   

²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ aƻƳŜƴǘΚ ²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘƻǊȅΦ Lǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 
sharing it with your friends at church. Contact Maria Dermott at mpdermott@sbcglobal.net to sign up for 
sharing your Ministry Moment. ²ŜΩŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳΦ 

 

 

STAY HEALTHY   

/ƻƭŘ ϧ Ŧƭǳ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƛǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊΦ {ƻ Χ ƴƻǿ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ 
review simple steps we all can take to keep healthy. First, remember to keep 
your hands clean! Wash your hands often, use hand sanitizer, avoid directly 
touching things like doorknobs (use your shirt hem instead) ς and try not to 
touch your face. Eat healthy; lots of fruits and vegetables, lean proteins, and 
ǿƘƻƭŜ ƎǊŀƛƴǎΦ aŀƴŀƎŜ ǎǘǊŜǎǎΣ ƎŜǘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ ǎƭŜŜǇΣ ŘǊƛƴƪ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ 
drink alcohol in moderation - if at all. Visit with your health care provider 
about immunizations for flu, COVID and RSV. People over the age of 65 &/or folks of any age with 
compromised immune systems or other co-morbidities (heart, lung, kidney, liver disease, diabetes, etc.) are 
especially at risk of developing life-threatening respiratory illnesses. Stay home if you are sick or think you are 
about to become sick. We are most contagious 1-2 days before we develop defined symptoms as well as the 
first few days of illness. You can order free COVID tests from the government again; you might want to have a 
few on hand. Recent research has also shed some light on why people get sicker with respiratory illnesses in 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭŘŜǊ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ LǘΩǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƭŘ ŀƛǊ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ-fighting cells in your nose, throat, 
etc. by 50%. So, wearing a medical grade mask not only helps keep you from spreading germs and preventing 
you from inhaling germs, but it is also like wearing a little sweater over your mouth and nose to keep the air 
you breath warmer ;-) 5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǿŜŀǊ ŀ Ƴŀǎƪ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ƻƴŜΗ wŜƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǎǘŜǇǎ 
can make a big difference toward keeping you and those you love healthier over the coming holiday season!  

Blessings, Deacon Carol (retired nurse) 
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![[ {!Lb¢{Ω 5!¸ ς NECROLOGY FORMS DUE NOVEMBER 1st   
All Saints' Day commemorates all saints, known and unknown, on November 1.  Traditionally we read a 
Necrology of our friends and family during the Holy Eucharist on All Saints Sunday.  Please complete the form 
below and turn it into the parish office if you wish to have friends and family member remembered at the 
ŀƭǘŀǊ ƻŦ {ǘΦ tƘƛƭƛǇΩǎ ƻƴ !ƭƭ {ŀƛƴǘǎ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ рth, 2023.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
RAISE ς AN OPPORTUNITY FOR OUTREACH   
DEACON CAROL 

 
Friends: So far four (4) people have gone on-line to the RAISE link and registered. 
Please, if you are interested in participating in the RAISE initiative, please fill this 
out right away (see links below) so that we can have an adequate team 
identified/available when a family comes available.  You can still register even if 
you did not attend the cultural competency training on 10/15 (we can get you 
caught up at a later date). Please call me if you have problems registering or have 
any concerns or questions.  CP 
 
Here is the form they are asking each of us to fill out to get the process started. The general volunteer form 
with the background check and HIPPA training: https://forms.gle/i9A67HKGcS9gjnsB8 .  
 
 
If you're more interested in working with  ESL program of child care this form is better to fill  
out: https://forms.gle/9Xg5dsvGijWrJAxB8.  

 

 

https://forms.gle/i9A67HKGcS9gjnsB8
https://forms.gle/9Xg5dsvGijWrJAxB8

